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Introduction
We wish to thank the Zeno Karl Schindler
Foundation for your continued and generous
support of the Fitzwilliam Museum, which has been
especially appreciated through these challenging
times. Although 2020 was a year of postponements
and adapting to new ways of working, Dr Flavia
Fiorillo was still able to progress with a number of
key activities in her role within the Department of
Manuscripts and Printed Books. Flavia’s role in 2020
was generously supported by the ZKS MINIARE
Fellowship, and we remain enormously grateful to
the Zeno Karl Schindler Foundation for allowing the
Fitzwilliam Museum to extend Flavia’s Fellowship
through 2021.

Funding Report 2020
Throughout 2020, Flavia focused on the investigation
of Medieval English manuscripts with a range of
non-invasive methods available in the Analytical
Suite of the Fitzwilliam Museum. As an early career

researcher, Flavia was especially keen to expand
her knowledge of painted objects, particularly
manuscripts and painted books, and to learn how
to use (and interpret the results of) cutting edge
scientific techniques. We are pleased to report
that she managed to achieve both of these goals.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 disruptions limited
Flavia’s ability to undertake hands-on research,
as she was furloughed for five months during the
national lockdown and then had limited access
to the museum from September. The ban on
gatherings and the application of strict health
and safety protocols also made it impossible
to analyse objects in other institutions, as had
originally been planned. During furlough though,
Flavia kept busy by undertaking online training in
a range of subjects including palaeography and the
study of Medieval books, in order to have a more
comprehensive understanding of the historical
and art historical context of the manuscripts
she has been investigating at the Fitzwilliam.

Dr Flavia Fiorillo positioning a 14th century Psalter under the XRF.
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One particular highlight of 2020 was the study of
Peter Apian’s Astronomicum Caesareum, a deluxe copy
of an astronomical book, printed in Ingolstadt in
1540 and expertly hand-coloured (https://collection.
beta.fitz.ms/id/object/240290). Flavia successfully
completed the analysis of the volume and looked
at the printing and decoration techniques used by
Apian and his workshop. She also delivered a short
presentation about her findings to staff members
during one of the Museum’s monthly Research
Coffee meetings. This project has now been
expanded in scope thanks to an external grant and
includes the investigation of two other copies of
the book, one at Peterhouse College in Cambridge
and one at the National Library of Scotland, which
will be investigated during the summer of 2021.

Dr Flavia Fiorillo documenting a 14th century Book of Hours
under the microscope.

The partial re-opening of the Museum during the
second part of 2020 allowed Flavia to undertake
some of the analyses originally planned on illuminated
manuscripts. In particular, the investigation on an
Italian manuscript (CFM 5) is part of an ongoing
museum-wide project on Simone Martini, which
will result in an exhibition in 2025. An external
grant awarded for this project is also contributing,
alongside your generous support, to the extension
of Flavia’s contract with the Fitzwilliam through 2021.

First test of the new hyperspectral camera acquired by the Fitzwilliam Museum. Due to the third national lockdown, the check
was undertaken at home via Teams.
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Peter Apian’s Astronomicum Caesareum ready for imaging under the microscope.

Our Appreciation
We would like to thank the Zeno Karl Schindler Foundation most sincerely for your longstanding support
of the Fitzwilliam Museum, and in particular, of the Department of Manuscripts and Printed Books. The ZKS
MINIARE Fellowship you most generously fund enables the place holder to pursue work that is vital and
necessary to the department, and key in delivering the Mission of the Fitzwilliam. With her great expertise,
tremendous work ethic and eye for detail, Dr Flavia Fiorillo will be a crucial colleague in delivering future
projects within the department. Thank you very much indeed for your warm support.

CONTACT
Amanda Lightstone
Head of Development
Fitzwilliam Museum
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